
NORTHERN COUNTIES GOLF UNION  

North of England Open Amateur Stroke Play Championship 2018 

Alwoodley Golf Club - 2
nd

 to the 4
th

 October 

 

Founded in 1907, Alwoodley is a challenging but very fair test of golf for the best amateurs 

in the country. Ranked as no. 15 in the National Club Golfer magazineôs top 100 courses in 

England for 2018, the par 71 lay out has hosted many major championships in its 

distinguished past and will have  the great honour of being home to the English Open 

Amateur Stroke Play Championship (Brabazon Trophy)  in 2019. 

 

Recent work has seen all of the bunkers at Alwoodley restored to the specifications of 

original designer Dr Alister MacKenzie, while new championship tees have lengthened the 

course to 6,914 yards. 

 

 

   
1st hole Alwoodley GC 18th hole 

 

Returning to Alwoodley for the third straight season, The North of England Open Amateur 

Stroke Play Championship represents the final event on the 2018 England Golf Order of 

Merit. 

 

Ninety-six golfers teed it up for this 72 hole championship, hoping to emulate past winners 

Daniel Wasteney (Lindrick GC) in 2013, Adam Chapman (Windermere GC) 2014 & 2015, 

Dan Brown (Masham GC) 2016 and David Hague (Malton & Norton GC) 2017 

 

 

   
   

                                               ----------------------------- 

 

Round 1 

 

On an extremely blustery but dry morning, Johnny Lawrence from nearby Moor Allerton Golf 

Club struck the first tee shot at 7.30am to get the championship underway. 

 

It is of considerable credit to the whole field that they buckled down and applied themselves 

so well on a day when low scoring was very difficult to achieve and a level head and plenty of 

patience were the order of the day. 

 

It was apparent early on in the round that a score close to level par would be an exceptional 

performance by any of the players, given the challenging playing conditions they faced but 

this is exactly what was achieved by Charlie Thornton (Fulford GC), Sam Rook (Lindrick) 

and James Cooper (Cumberwell Park) who were joint leaders after 18 holes with rounds of 71. 

 



Just two shots behind in fourth place was Reece Samson (Worksop GC) and a further shot 

back on 74 were Ben Firth (Leeds Golf Centre) and Arron Edwards-Hill (Chelmsford GC). 

 

   
Charlie Thornton - 71 Sam Rook - 71 James Cooper - 71 

 

   
Reece Samson  - 73 Ben Firth - 74 Arron Edwards-Hill - 74 

 

With CSS spiralling up to 77 for the first round, one of the notable casualties was defending 

champion David Hague who failed to return a score. Whilst not taking any further part in the 

2018 championship, it was good to see David on the course during the final round on 

Thursday, supporting his fellow competitors. 

 

Round 2 

 

After a very challenging first round, the Northern Countiesô officials were hoping that playing 

conditions would be a little more benign in the second round on Wednesday, allowing the 

field some welcome respite from the 20 mph (plus) gusty wind of day one. 

 

Conor White (Brignorth GC) took advantage of the improved conditions to record the first 

sub-par round of the championship, when he came in with a 70 for a two round total of 151 

which always looked as if it would make ñthe cutò. 

 

Luke Northwood (Kenilworth GC) and Barclay Brown (Hallamshire GC) both recorded level 

par rounds of 71 and there were six one over par scores of 72 posted by Arron Edwards-Hill, 

Ben Firth, Curtis Knipes (Abridge GC), Callan Barrow (Royal Lytham & St Annes GC), 

Arrun Singh Brar (Parkstone GC) and Tom Rogers (Gog Magog GC). 

 

   
Luke Northwood - 71 Barclay Brown - 71 Curtis Knipes - 72 



   
Callan Barrow - 72 Arrun Singh Brar - 72 Tom Rogers - 72 

 

Courtesy of a solid round of 73, Charlie Thornton wrestled the sole lead away from his fellow 

competitors and found himself at the top of the leader board after 36 holes with a total of 144, 

followed by Sam Rook on 145 and Arron Edwards-Hill, Reece Samson and Ben Firth all on 

146. 

 

Keeping close order were Barclay Brown (Hallamshire GC) and James Cooper on 147, Curtis 

Knipes and Arrun Singh Brar on 148 and Daniel Thomas (Shipley GC) five shots behind the 

leader on 149. 

 

With the 36 hole ñcutò falling on 155, the top thirty two competitors moved on to play the 

final two round the following day with the championship trophy and the County Plate at stake. 

 

Round 3 

 

Round three saw a number of sub-pars rounds recorded, the pick of the bunch being from 

Charlie Thornton who shot a magnificent 65. Barclay Brown showed some of his Carris 

Trophy winning form with a third round 68, the same score as Tom Broxup (Cookridge Hall 

GC) with Arron Edwards-Hill recording a round of 69 and Callan Barrow a 70. 

 

Sam Rook, Habebul Islam (Ipswich GC) and Gyuho Lee (Mill Hill GC) all signed for level 

par rounds of 71. 

 

   
Tom Broxup - 68 Habebul Islam - 71 Gyuho Lee - 71 

 

So going into the final round, Charlie Thornton (209) found himself with a healthy six shot 

lead over Arron Edwards-Hill and Barclay Brown (both 215) with Sam Rook in fourth place 

(216). 

 

Round 4 

 

As the winning post got ever nearer, the scores of the top few players fluctuated considerably 

and Charlie Thorntonôs lead slowly started to ebb away. He showed great determination on 

the back nine however and eventually reached the safety of the clubhouse after recording a 

three over par round of 74 for a winning total of 283, two shots less than Sam Rook who 

almost managed to chase the leader down after a closing two-under 69. 

 

Arron Edwards-Hill came in third on 286 after a 71 and Curtis Knipes showed why he is 

English Menôs County ñChampion of Championsò by recorded a final round 68 in capturing 

fourth place. 

 



Other excellent sub-par last rounds were achieved by Dillon West (The Buckinghamshire GC) 

68, Kieran Cantley (Liberton GC) 68, Richard Wheatley (Bradford GC) 69, Daniel Taplin 

(Chartham Park GC) 70 and Enrique Dimayuga (Walton Heath GC) 70.  

 

   
Dillon West - 68 Kieran Cantley - 68 Richard Wheatley - 69 

 

  

 

Daniel Taplin - 70 Enrique Dimayuga - 70  

In additional to the North of England Open Amateur Championship title, the County Plate 

was also on offer and would be won by the two golfers from the same county who recorded 

the lowest aggregate score over 72 holes. 

 

On this occasion it was Yorkshire who triumphed with Charlie Thornton and Sam Rook 

victorious on behalf of their home county. 

 

  
The Championship Trophy  

and The County Plate 

 

Mr Clyde Camp 

Chairman - Northern Counties Golf Union 

  
Mr Marti n Jobbings 

Alwoodley GC Captain 2018 
Charlie Thornton and Sam Rook 

County Plate Winners 2018 - Yorkshire 
 



 
Charlie Thornton presented by John and Gill Shaw, generous donators of the Championship Trophy 

 

Hearty congratulations to Charlie Thornton on winning the 2018 North of England Open 

Amateur Championship after a great show of controlled golf and dogged determination. 

 

The organisers and officials of the championship would like to sincerely thank all of those 

who took part in the sixth running of this event and they look forward to seeing everyone 

again next year at Alwoodley GC.  
  

A full results sheet for this championship may be found on the NCGU website by accessing 

the following link :-  

https://www.ncgu.co.uk/images/Final_Score_2018.pdf 

 

Tim Jackson 

On behalf of the Northern Counties Golf Union 

   

 

https://www.ncgu.co.uk/images/Final_Score_2018.pdf

